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l CRANSTOUN% 
ACCOUNT 


Ot the poiſoning the 


Late Mr. FRANCIS BLANDY, 
O F 


E Henley por Thames, Oxfordſbir 2 


Declared ſolemnly by him before he died, at 
2 in Flanders, on the 3 oth of November 
] 


In which are adi 


5 Some 3 of his private kites with the : 

9 5 5 late unfortunate Miſs Blandy; and Copies of three Let- | 

| ters from OG A RR in Northumber- . 

1 Alu, bearing the ſeveral Dates of, June — Os Ju 16, 

and "Auguſt - 27 which wg. ing the 

poiſoning of the ſaid Mr. Blandy, for ſors — whole 
tragical Affair in in a true Light. 

| WITH, An 7 


| Account of Mr. n Diſtreſſes, from the Tine he 
abſconded to his Death, which was attended with the moſt 
terrible Agonies : And in which Part is inſerted a Narrative 
of ſome artful and crafty Villanies committed by the fa- 
mous, or more properly, infamous Capt. P=——w, in 
France and Flanders, while Mr. Cranfleun was in thoſe Coun- 
tries. 


| The whole publiſhed for the Satiafuttion of the Publick 
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S the Public are in is eve Doabir' COncern- 
ing the Truth of the cruel, and almoſt un- 
1 porallyd Murder of the late Mr. Blandy, 
of Henley upon Thames, in Oxfordſhire, by 
| Reaſon of the myſterious Accounts, publiſhed as the 
_ Confeſſion of his Daughter, who was executed for 
that cruel Parricide, and which were dohte by her 
own Defire and Direction; the following Papes are 
thought neceſſary io be made publick, by which the 
_ Warld may be ſatisfied concerning that tragical 
 Aﬀair , which is from the Words of Captain 
William- Henry Cranftoun, hitherto ſuppoſed, 
but now out of Doubt, to have been concerned with 
ber in that black Crime; and alſo from original 
Letters of bers, and Papers found immediately 
after his Deceaſe, in his Portmanteau-Trunk in bis 
, Room, in ibe Houſe of Monſ. Maulfet, the Sign of 
_ the Burgundy-Croſs, in the 7 0Wwn of F urnes, in 
Eh 3 „ 


day the 30th of November laft, and was buried 
in the Cathedral Church there, in great Funeral- 
"aq on the e ſecond E, 2 9 Q 
1 ks nedleſs to premiſe any more, only 10 
offere the Publict, that "what" is contained in the © 
following ſhort Traft is autbentict, —_— an 
_ 7; ondi ing For Prevention of bis b . 


10 the a ime he bis Death, which was attended 
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_ ſoning, her. F *ather, Mr. Francis Blangy, 
uh who died in great Agonies, on the 14h 
K PN 1 Was: examined by the May yor 
and Coroner, of Henley upon Thames; and there 
„upon he Oaths of che Servants. 0 
the Deceaſed, and of ſufficient Grounds to 
think that Miſs Blandy, with the Affiſtance and 
Aqvice of Capt, William- Henry Cranftoun, was 
the 5 eh was accordingly nne 12 
77d Caſtle , and a proper Warrant, and 

5 „a onder to apprebend the f ai 


os Granfoun 4, who was then. lupyoſed, 2 


Mother; | t - te Affair being in the News- Fa- 
Pers, it reached he of 4 certain Per- 
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C beter the 8 and enen got 
dun: who informed him th b 


e e From that Time, in Talat 
til the Beginning uf March 8 Miſs was 


1 99" 


the Kingdom; as upon Jo Trial it appeared, be- 
VJond all Doubt, that he was ct he. concerned : 


: Mi 725 Say Dot, fro diſtant 
EF 17 "of fit, a that Nähe, being there 4 
Time ; Wi was" iarriedt ro öne R= 

51155 there oh Account ot case ch hi 
27 8 ec in Gre. B on 2728 900 


n 95 . NA 503 hi 88 Aid 4 Zett Ani: 


Big done er "March, ” v oh 
Arpt fecter in th 

ome f che Reladons of His' Wiſe, 

ffs ih We c eh ScoteD/ E 

er N hor a 

ihs thee, de wed” 
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d 8 5 
not only for his 18 and villainous Uſage to 1 5 


We and Child, by | Lee 
and dent purpiſehy'ed Bee 


acth of 750 l. len be abſe 8 
the Motninz ey, with the aid N ms ah! his 


Wife, ane gere dil iged to fy, on Acc 


Gene nir 0 16000 Livres, and Colt of ry 
Law Suit, to tlie famous, or, more properly, in- 
famous Captain P., fo well known chere: 5 
And as that Affair Was ſomething remarkable, 
hall here give the Reader a brief Relation of it, 
notwithſt anding it is foreign to Mr. Cran nftous | 
Affair, which, as it will take upt but little Room, 

1 am almoſt perſuaded will not be hos e 


1 : * : 
= 845 : 5 | 
þ 24 


WY certain n Iriſh) Noblemen being at e oh 
keene of Debts he owed in England, capt. 
25. being there at the ſame Time, got ac- 
*quainted with the above-named 75h Lord. At 
| *this Time Mr. R—, who was married to Mr. 
Cranſtoun's Relation, as above-named, was a 
Merchant in that Town, and who, together witz 
many more of the Merchants of the Place, „ 
taken in Fer ns FP " the ſaid " . 
Lord. * A. \ 5 


22 5 == 
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tances from his Steward; and . 


his Lordſhip off greatly to the Creditors,: his 
Lordſhip ſeeretly got away from . in a 
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| The above-ram'd Lad. Weng we 45 * 2 
in Debt as he poſſibly could, and his being 1 
intimately acquainted with the Captain, who 
lived very profuſely with my Lord, on the Mo- 


ney he had got upon Credit; this R—, with the 


Reſt of that Nobleman's Creditors, began. to 


preſs his Lordſhip for their. Money; and his 


. Lordſhip finding it impoſſible to weather the 


Storm off much longer, having told them, from 
Time to Time, that he was to have n Remit- 
w puffing 


22 


Rr that was bound for . cn dr 


His Lordſhip being: gone, * Creditors al 
Fake (affirming that P was concerned in 


facilitating his Eſcape, and cheating them) to ap- 
. ply to the Magiſtrates of the City of - Bologne, 
for a Proceſs againſt Pm, for their ſeveral - 
Debts due to them from his Lordſhip,. as he was 
not only concerned in helping him to make 
his Eſcape, but had partaken 1 of the 


— 


n their A 3 Xo 


and caſt by the Magiſtrates of Bologne after- 98 


wards in the Law-Suit; who appealing to the 
a ee of 3 the D and 


- | 4 5 udg- | 
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Judgment of the Magiſtrates of Balagne ; they; = 


on hearing the Cauſe on both Sides, reverſed the 


| Decree of the Magiſtrates of Bolognue, and iſſued 
in May laſt an Arret, that his Lordſhip's Credi- 
tors ſhould pay to the Captain, as Damages 


for his falſe Impriſonment, Coſts, and, Scandal 
he had ſuſtained by the Proſecution of their Suit, 
3000 Livres, beſides all his Coſts in both Courts 2 


and alſo that they ſhould: be at the Expence of 


Printing and Paper, for 1500 Copies of the ſaid 
Arret, which were to be ſtuck up on the Ex- 
changes, and other publick Places, in the ſeveral 


Cities and great Towns in France; which was 


accordingly done, the latter End of the ſaid 


. Month of Moy, purſuant to the 120 Ares 


Mr. e bent this Time „ a ; Bill | 
of 601. from Scotland, payable in London ; which 


Mr. R— went privately to London. with, and- 
got the Money for ; which was all the Remit- © 


tances Cranſtoun ever had to the Time NY his 


| Dead. from en, 26? 0 


Mr. R being a to 2 * the 


Caſh in Ful, and not being able to fatisfy his 
Part of the Arret of the Parliament of Paris, to 
che Captain, and dreading the fatal Conſe- 


quence thereof, privately abſconded, as is re- 


| lated before, with his Wife and Cranftoun, to 


en in he — of 0 Ter * 


— . © BESS; Ms 


<a | Sari Fon Oh ine Af 


 liged to fly into the Queen of Hungary's Country "4 
for Protection, nie © congeſted "5 0 in 


Velvets, and other Things, to the Amount of 


Hament ; where they! contihutd only 280K Wurd 5 


teen Days, and then removed. to 1 ee = | 
N took up ä 
Sign of the Burgundy Croſs, Where Mr. * 


their Abode at the Eon 5 


died in September, ind *Cranſtoun the eth of by, 
November NT e bt . A1 


0 . 8 


20 During the Time of lis . at Pape; be 


1 { 


* always went by the Name of Dunbar, _ firſt 


Couſin to San 8 + Os ra WEE E 7 


LP % 35130 DE ei in 
cit. Þ — as on i the Credit of this Arret of 
Parties put up for a great Man; who being 


known too well at Bologne to live bee, either 


with Reſpect or Honour, removed to a Town in 
France, call'd Somers, nine Miles from Bologne, 55 
in the Road to Paris, where he took the grandeſt 
Houſe in the Place; but his Fortune being only 
outſide Shew, as it was when in England, in Sep- 
tember he abſconded from thence; 9 was 'ob= 


l 


Fronce. | | 

#3 £24 de” ware 4 1 b; 7 : * oo 5 
* The ca now Ai his old 4 Tricks; PR 
Bruſſels, going for a London Merchant, he ob- 


tained a Parcel of fine Lace, ſome Pieces of 


pear 2001. for which he gave the n, of 


\ 


„„ 
Bruſſels a pretended Bill for 3211. 85. 6d, of a 
Banker sin > Loli} and on the Payment of the 
bent be vas to have had another lige Par- 

celofGoods Smit vnd a0 f fis ol 
dach e e of badtiici 285 1 
he bill Was gent to Eplaad f * ee but 
the Captain had fled before the Return of 4 
Letter, which informed the Tradeſman that it 


was à edunterfeit Bil-; whereupon "they purſued! | 


kim, : and ſbbn foumd that the Goods he had ob- 
fairied7 were ſhipped on Board's Veel for Ex- 
gland,” at Fluſping, à Sea-Port in Zealand, be- 


| Place the Captain had been gone three Days; 
that was the laſt Accbunt that Mtb RN and 


Granny ever heard ef him} 5/52 Hide d 


| — "half now” E A to the” Aecchhr $iven by 

Captain Cranf ou, con oncerning the, pc ini of 
97 5 Blink); is which Tal r lter Lr. 

3 rh, be ating © "Dire" che Zotk "+ of 705 „ ehe "r6th 
: 14 Frog the Höch 0 Aa, THO all as 
162 1 f the H 60 ble lla Hin Chan: 

| Eſa; 3 W which” "Wi & found along his Pa- 


de gf bis Dent All Het judgedSy the near 
5 ak ue. of z b Writin 1 ve been wrote 


14 
ae 01 either, Het, 5 cheit 
y praidly de w kon Em the hey 
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tyging to the States of Holland, from which 


.. to. 
„ b Nami Was Tub! 
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| Blandy' eee 


(Ppich he fad were her own, Words) 11 


2 + 6 ES 
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Nr. cles, at 3 6ſt Coming 8 
ittle concerning the Affair of Mr. 


read the Account publiſhed in London, (by the 


Divine that attended 'Miſs Biaudy in her- Con- 


fine ment) as her on Confeſſion, ande at her De- 
ſire; which was brought him by Mt. R., when 
he came from London, from receiving the 60 
Bill before mentioned, he began to be more 


_ open upon that Head to Mr. R, particularly 
in yindicating himſelf, and blaming her for In- 


gratitude 3 for, he ſaid, ſhe was as much the Oe⸗ 
caſion of they unfortunate Deed/ as himſelf z which 


vill more fully appear from the; mann 


tion which he gave of ih Emil. 


'T ax they, aying eo meas | 
1 5 Fl bus L 1 which, was Ry 


18 0 St F227 3.4 #501 8 Fa ö 

St — 5 775 Private N Tarriage her own 
ay 2 
Mere 


propoſing, delt be ſhould prove wha) 
terial an Intimacy, and leave her, and go cds 


AN 


live with Wife; 538 Mother being 
dead, ere the firſt, Time 18 = 
2 Mother. $1] * * hich he b 
Dres lonths be! 2. . 
— which was the laſt Time. be was 
began. to; conſult, how the ;lhoul 


Gentleman « out of the Way, 


by 


qd 
2 * 
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eser 
ſoon as they could get Poſſeſſion of the Effects 
of the Father, to go both into Northumberland, 
and live upon it with his Mother: That he did 
propoſe the Method that was afterwards put in 
Practice, and ſhe very readily came into it; and 
the whole Affair was ſettled between them, when 
he left Henley the laft Titne, and never before. 


He frequently declared, chat he believe her 
Mother was a very virtuous Woman, and 
blamed her much, for giving ſuch a ludicrous, as 
well as foreign Account, of ſome Tranſactions 
between him and her Mother, in her Narrative; 
and hoped, he ſaid, that what was publiſhed as 
her ſolemn Declaration, That fe did not know 
that the Powder which he had ſent her, with ſome 
Peebles, and which ſhe had adminiſtered to ber Fu- 
tber, were of .@ poiſonous Quality, was a Falſe· 
hood, and publiſhed. without her. Knowledge, as 
it appeared to him the ſame was not done till after 

ſhe was dead; for that ſhe was ſenſible of what 

Quality they were, and for what Purpoſe ſent, 
and particularly by the Effect they had on a Wo- 
man, who was 2 Servant in her er's Fa- 
mily ſometime ne the bed wrote him 
| Word. 38 | 


11 will not be improper, in «his Flas to in- 
ſert the Letters, as they tend to the Confirmation 


1 what Mr. Cranſtoun had declared. 
„ L ET. 
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TL me 


$44 th 8 E T T E R 1. = [ 3 5 


De ah, | 


"HESE, I hope, will find you in » Health, as | 
they leave me, but not in ſo much Per- 

plexity ; for 1 have endeavoured to do as di- 

rected by yours, with the Contents of es Pre- 
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b bens, and they vil not mi properly. | 
. The old Wenn that chairs Fa in lid 
2 Houſe, having drank a little Liquor in which 1 


had put ſome is very bad; and I am conſcious 

of the Affair being diſcovered, without you can 
put me into ſome better, or more proper Me- 

' thod of uſing them. When you write, let it be 
as myſtically as you pleaſe, Teſt an Interception N 
I happen to your Letter, for I ſhall eaſily 

| > underſtand it. When I think of the Affair in 
3 Hand, I am in great Diſtreſs of Mind, and en- 
1 deavour to bear up under it as well as I can; bur 

| | ſhould be glad if you was near me, to help to 

| ſuppo t my fleeting Spirits: But why ſhould I 

„ or defire any ſuch Thing, when I con- 

your cogent Reaſons for being at a Di- 

ſtance 38s it might, as ſoon as the Affair is 

compleated, be the Occaſion of a bad _ 


9 to us both, 


ay 
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2 have nothing more to add, but ts defire | 
you would not be long before you ſend me your 
Anſwer, 

June 30, 175. 1 gu. a 
"fr be Superſeription, of this aer, ph ibe 
next Following, was almoſt. rubbed. out, ſo could 
not be era ſeen 3 but as the Word Berwick 
was "quite plain, as: well as his Name, it is 
| ſuppoſed 15 were direged as the . aur war.! 
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' 1/4, 9-408 Yak: 3 | 
Dear ; wit, £33 ia" « I oo WR: 3 EY 
I Rectived yours ag ef the 11th Inſt 22 | 
am glad to "hear, you are well. ws 1 7 
alk 


any underſtand what Jou mean, and 1. 


the Peebles as well as 1 can, for there ſhall nog, 
be wanting any Thing 1 in my Power, to do the 


Biifidieſs effectualiy. They begin to come 


brighter by the new Method 1 have taken; ; and 5 


as ſoon as I find the good Effects of the Scheme, 
you ſhall have Intelligence with all convenient 
Speed. Adieu, for, this Time, my Spirits 
damping much; but pray God keep us in 
_ Health, till ra > have the Happineſs of . 
each other. 


i 16 1751 _ 
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ry Cranſtoun, to be * at the Poſt 


J EEA ih. pol 
Dear Willy, . , _— 


"HAVE ber in great. Anxiety, of And 
. fince laſt Poſt-Day, by not hearing from 
=_ —— eter o the 24th of laſt Month, 
Fife” Yeſterday, and am ſome what en- 
iowa in my Sp its by unilerftanding you , are 


well. Fam note forward with all convenient 


Speed in the Bufineſs; and have not only a fa- 
tiguing Time of it, but am ſometimes in the 
greateſt Fright, - there heing qooſtantly about 
me ſo many to be kept inſenſible of che 15 
'Yon may ct to hear again from me 
= ft hoc affured,” . thie tho” 1 ſuffer ok 

T6 Mind, than 1 J0 at this Time. 
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. to o inform you | that. : hs 
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Se himſelf had given, it plainly appears, 
that the Murder of Mr. Blandy had been con- 
ſatted ſome Tim ; and that it muſt be ſuppoſed, 
that the:-Powdets had been attempted, if not ab- 
ſolutely given him in his Victuals or Liquor, be- 
fore de Time they v were put into his Gruel, as 
was diſcovered: by the e mw which 
proved re en af his Death,. 21 
1 5% 3 2% 0 n 1 
Alſo by theſe Letters it is moſt! — 
believe, that what was meant in the laſt, by the 
Words, Tho” I ſuffer more Herrors of Mind, 
than I do at this Time, I will purſue; that it 


came from the unfortunate and infatuated Miſs 


Blandy, aud that poiſoning her Father was then 
fully reſolved on hy her; which reaſonable up- 
poſition is much ſtrefigthened by the ſubſequent 
Words in the ſame Letter: viz. - I, bope: is my 


1 naxt, to inform your that the Buſineſs is compleattd; A 


Ad L really chink it can admit of no Doubt, as 
the adminiſtring the Powders to him in his Wa- 
ter- Gruel, which was the Cauſe of his Death, 
was but four Days after the Date of this Letter; 
for it appears by its Date, to be ſent on 7 burſ- 
day the firſt, of Auguſt, and Monday the fifth of 
the ſame Month, ſhe acknowledged ſhe put the 

| Pomders.into.the Gruel ; which was proved hy 
Dr, Addington, and Dr. TY on her Trial, to 
be 


; COLL 
be the Cauſe of Mr. Blandy's Death, who Un- 
guiſhed till the r4th of the aha Month, when 
W ED 1 75 3773 1387! Us} el tl ud de thy 
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4 That other Partof eme leber where tis 
nud, I am going forward with all lonvinient 
Speed in the Buſineſs, and have not-onlya. fatiguing 
Nm of it; but am ſometimes in the greateft Fyigbis, 
there being ſo many ronſtantiy about me, to be kept 
inſenfible of the Affair, is plain enough meant, 
that when ſhe thought of the wicked Deed ſhe 
was about to perform, it brought her Conſcience 
to fly in her Face, as ſhe advanced; and that 
the Servants of the Houle the great Ob- 
celine Way." e * N10 
HT itt . ien: 13 N ARO 
I ſhall not take up the Reader's Time ay 
longer, in mating Obſervatians ron the Letters; 
only obſerve an general, that they all ſhew that 
the Writer was ſenſibly touched, atiſuch Times 
as they vere endeavouring to practice che helliſh 
Device, to deſtroy the old Gentleman; und alſd, 
that ſometimes their Conſcieners d ithem to 


think of what the Conſequenoe of ſuch an enor- 
wenne ee 
| 4 11 = W 1 dr 11 1 7041 


25 ſhall now return to 5 Mr. ca, 2 White : 
he was at Furnes he was very thoughtful, and 
was never obſerved to dhe once in a pee Hu- 
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mour; frequently ſtaying in his Room all Day, 


N . Giga and praying yo devoutly. 


94. 


On kis finding hünnſelf once very ill, tho? 
it was ſix Weeks before he died, (for he re- 
covered and went Abroad after that Illneſs) he 


made a Will, all which he wrote with his o.] n 
Hand; in which he left, after paying his Debts, 


at Furnes, to M. Malfot, where he lived, and 


his Funeral Charges, all his paternal Fortune, of 
' 1500), to his Daughter, by his Wife, who lives 


with her Relations, at Hexham, in Northum- | 
berla ad. 


This 1500 J. which he left in his Will to his 
Child, was what was left him on the Death of his 


Father'z and the Eſtate of his elder Brother, the 


Lord Cranſtoun, was charged with the Payment 
of it; and he received 75 J. per Aunum, in Lieu 
of the principal Sum, 50 J. per Annum of which, 
was ſettled, by Order of the Lords of Seſſions, 


in Scotland, on his Wife, at the Time when he | 
had Villainy ſufficient to bring a Cauſe before the 


Court of Seſſions, to ſet aſide his Marriage; and 


from that Time ſhe has received it, W 


bow of her and her Child. 


[The Gentlewoman he a nid and was 
vicked enough to deny, was the Daughter of the 


lte Sir David Murray, * and Siſter 
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Ay 


ol che preſent Sir David Murray, who is now in 
F the Service of the King of France, in the Eft 
Indies: This young Gentleman was unfortunate 


enough, to take Part with the young Pretender 


in the late Rebellion, being Nephew to Mr. 
Murray, of Broughton, the Pretender's then 


Secretary ; and after the Battle of Culladen Was 
taken Priſoner, and tried at. Carliſe, - where 
he received Sentence of Death as a Rebel; but 
for his. Youth, not being then above. . 
Years of n he was nen at 


* W164 ff 
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One Circugitiance that — the Trial | 
of: the Legality of his Marriage, with Miſs | 
Murray, was was very particular, as he had the Folly, 
as well as Wickedneſs, to deny the ſame ; and 
that was, a Marriage · Settlement of 59 1. per An- 
num, which he had made on her in his own 
Hand - Writing, was produced and proved; 8 
r the Los of 2 F 


"es the Burial of Mr, ene at rl | 


eter was ſent to his Wife, at Hexham, to in- 


form her of it, and another was ſent to the Lady 
Dowager Cranſtoun, his Mother; to the laſt of 


which an Anſwer was ſoon returned, which was _ 


to defire, that all his Papers amd Will might be | 
ſealed up, and ſent to his Brother, Lord Cran- 


ne * with an Account of what was 


owing, - 
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